
February 2, 2023 
 
 
MEMORANDUM TO:   Honorable Mayor and City Council 
 
THRU:    Charles P. Potucek, City Manager 
    Victoria Yarbrough, Assistant City Manager 
 
FROM:    Sharon G. Flissar, P.E., Director of Public Works 
 
SUBJECT: Request for Agenda Item Placement – Resolution 2023-005, 

Adopting the Cochise County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard 
Mitigation Plan 2022 

 
Recommendation: 
The Director of Public Works recommends approval. 
The Assistant City Manager recommends approval. 
The City Manager recommends approval. 
 
Background: 
 
The Cochise County Multi-Jurisdiction Hazard Mitigation Plan (the Plan) is a Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) requirement for participation in its grant programs.  
Cochise County and cities who contribute to and adopt the final Plan are eligible to receive 
federal funding for FEMA’s Hazard Mitigation Assistance programs, including the Hazard 
Mitigation Grant Program, the Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities program, and 
the Flood Mitigation Assistance program.  The Plan is not a guarantee of funding but does 
provide opportunities for communities who choose to pursue those grants.  Approved hazard 
mitigation plans may also be eligible for points under the National Flood Insurance Program’s 
Community Rating System (CRS). 
 
The adoption of the final Plan caps a year-long effort to update the previous plan.  Through 
worksheets and a series of meetings, each agency provided input to help identify natural 
hazards in Cochise County, rate the severity of those hazards within their own jurisdictions, and 
identify mitigation capacity and strategies.  A draft of the Plan was posted on each agency’s 
website with a link for the public to provide comments.  The draft Plan was then sent to FEMA 
and formally approved by them on January 26th.  Each participating agency is now required to 
formally adopt the Plan.  A copy of the final plan can be found here: 
https://www.cochise.az.gov/853/Multi-Jurisdiction-Hazard-Mitigation-Pla 
 
  

https://www.cochise.az.gov/853/Multi-Jurisdiction-Hazard-Mitigation-Pla


 
 
 

RESOLUTION   2023-005 
 

 
A RESOLUTION OF THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE 
CITY OF SIERRA VISTA, COCHISE COUNTY, ARIZONA; 
AUTHORIZING THE CITY OF SIERRA VISTA TO ADOPT THE 
COCHISE COUNTY MULTI-JURISDICTIONAL HAZARD 
MITIGATION PLAN; AND AUTHORIZING AND DIRECTING THE 
CITY MANAGER, CITY CLERK, CITY ATTORNEY OR THEIR 
DULY AUTHORIZED OFFICERS AND AGENTS TO TAKE ALL 
STEPS NECESSARY TO CARRY OUT THE PURPOSES AND 
INTENT OF THIS RESOLUTION. 
 
 
WHEREAS, the County of Cochise has historically experienced severe damage 

from natural and human-caused hazards such as flooding, wildfire, drought, thunderstorms/high 
winds, and hazardous materials incidents on many occasions in the past century, resulting in 
loss of property and life, economic hardship, and threats to public health and safety; and 
 

WHEREAS, Arizona Revised Statutes Section 26-308 authorizes counties and 
other political subdivisions of the State of Arizona to develop emergency management plans; 
and 

 
WHEREAS, the Cochise County Multi-Jurisdictional Hazard Mitigation Plan 2022 

(the Plan) has been developed after a year of research and work by the Cochise County Multi-
Jurisdictional Planning Team (the Team) for the reduction of hazard risk to the community; and 

 
WHEREAS, City of Sierra Vista representatives were members of the Team; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Plan specifically addresses hazard mitigation strategies for 

Cochise County; and 
 
WHEREAS, the Plan recommends hazard mitigation actions that will provide 

mitigation for specific natural hazards that impact Cochise County with the effect of helping to 
protect people and property from loss associated with those hazards. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL 
OF THE CITY OR SIERRA VISTA, ARIZONA, AS FOLLOWS: 
 
  SECTION 1 
 
  That the settled policy of the City Council of adopting plans, be, and hereby is, 
reaffirmed and the Plan is hereby adopted as an official plan of the City of Sierra Vista.   
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  SECTION 2 
 
  That the City Manager or his/her designee shall implement, monitor, and 
maintain the Plan for a period of five (5) years. 
 
   SECTION 3 
 
   That future revision and Plan maintenance actions required by the Disaster 
Mitigation Act of 2000 and FEMA, are hereby adopted as part of this resolution for a period of 
five (5) years from the date of this resolution. 
 
   SECTION 4 
 

The City Manager, City Clerk, City Attorney, or their duly authorized officers and 
agents are hereby authorized and directed to take all steps necessary to carry out the purposes 
and intent of this Resolution. 
 
  PASSED AND ADOPTED BY THE MAYOR AND CITY COUNCIL OF THE CITY 
OF SIERRA VISTA, ARIZONA, THIS 9TH DAY OF FEBRUARY 2023. 
 
 
      ___________________________ 

CLEA MCCAA 
      MAYOR 
 
ATTEST:     APPROVED AS TO FORM: 
 
 
___________________________  ____________________________ 
JILL ADAMS     NATHAN WILLIAMS 
City Clerk     CITY ATTORNEY 
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   U.S. Department of Homeland Security 
FEMA Region 9 
1111 Broadway, Suite 1200 
Oakland, CA  94607 
 

 
 

www.fema.gov 

January 26, 2023 
 

Tammi-Jo Wilkens 
Deputy Director 
Cochise County Office of Emergency Management 
1415 Melody Lane, Building A 
Bisbee, AZ  85603 
 
Dear Tammi-Jo Wilkens: 
 
The 2022 Cochise County Multi-Jurisdiction Hazard Mitigation Plan was officially adopted by 
Cochise County on January 10, 2023 and submitted for review and approval to the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency (FEMA). The review is complete, and FEMA finds the plan to 
be in conformance with the Code of Federal Regulations, Title 44, Part 201, Section 6 (44 C.F.R. 
201.6). A list of the status of participating jurisdictions is enclosed with this letter. 
 
This plan approval ensures Cochise County continued eligibility for funding under FEMA’s 
Hazard Mitigation Assistance programs, including the Hazard Mitigation Grant Program 
(HMGP), the Building Resilient Infrastructure and Communities program (BRIC), and the Flood 
Mitigation Assistance (FMA) program. All requests for funding are evaluated individually 
according to eligibility and other program requirements. Approved hazard mitigation plans may 
also be eligible for points under the National Flood Insurance Program’s Community Rating 
System (CRS). 
 
FEMA’s approval is for a period of five years, effective starting the date of this letter. Prior to  
January 26, 2028, Cochise County and all participating jurisdictions must review, revise, and 
submit their plan to FEMA for approval to maintain eligibility for grant funding. The enclosed 
plan review tool provides additional recommendations to incorporate into future plan updates. 
 
If you have any questions regarding the planning or review processes, please contact the FEMA 
Region 9 Hazard Mitigation Planning Team at fema-r9-mitigation-planning@fema.dhs.gov.  

  
Sincerely, 
 
 
 

       
Kathryn Lipiecki  
Director, Mitigation Division 
FEMA Region 9 
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Enclosures (2)  
 Cochise County Plan Review Tool, dated January 26, 2023  
 Status of Participating Jurisdictions, dated January 26, 2023 
 
cc:   Alison Kearns, Planning and Implementation Branch Chief, FEMA Region 9  

Lucrecia Vargas, State Hazard Mitigation Officer, Arizona Department of Emergency 
and Military Affairs 
Alexandria D. Maese, Mitigation Strategic Planner, Arizona Department of Emergency 
and Military Affairs 
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Status of Participating Jurisdictions as of January 26, 2023 
 

Jurisdictions – Adopted and Approved 
# Jurisdiction Date of Adoption 
1 Cochise County 1-10-2023 
2   
3   
4   
5   
6   
7   
8   
   

 
Jurisdictions – Approvable Pending Adoption 

# Jurisdiction 
1 Benson, City of 
2 Bisbee, City of 
3 Douglas, City of 
4 Huachuca City, Town of 
5 Sierra Vista, City of 
6 Tombstone, City of 
7 Willcox, City of 
8  
  

 
 
































