
 
 
 

CITY OF SIERRA VISTA 
PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 

JULY 23, 2024 
CITY COUNCIL CHAMBERS 
1011 N. CORONADO DRIVE 

 
REGULAR MEETING………………………………………………………………..5:00 PM 
 
CALL TO ORDER 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF AGENDA 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF MINUTES 
 
1. June 11, 2024 
 
CHAIR COMMENTS 
 
OLD BUSINESS 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
2. Resolution 1205 
 Development Code Text Amendment 
 Section 151.06.005(E) Marijuana Facilities Operational Requirements 
 
DISCUSSION ITEM 
3. Discussion on a proposed shopping cart text amendment 
 
FUTURE DISCUSSION ITEMS, COMMISSION REQUESTS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
INFORMATION 
 
Update on Projects 
 
CITY COUNCIL LIAISON COMMENTS  
 
Update on City Council Items 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The doors to the City Council Chambers at City Hall will open at 4:30pm. 

http://www.sierravistaaz.gov/


SIERRA VISTA PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
June 11, 2024 

City Council Chambers 
Meeting Minutes  

 
The regular meeting of the Sierra Vista Planning and Zoning Commission was called to order at 5:00 p.m. in 
the City Council Chambers. 
 
Members Present:  Brad Snyder, Chair 

Randy Wilcox, Vice-Chair 
Daman Malone 

    Tait Wilcox 
    Paul Cimino 
 
Members Absent:  None 
   
Staff Present:   Matt McLachlan, Community Development Director 

Jeff Pregler, Senior Planner 
 
Council Present:  Mayor Pro Tem Umphrey 
     
Others Present:   
     
ACCEPTANCE OF THE AGENDA: 
 
Commission member Malone made the motion to accept the agenda.  Commission member Tait Wilcox 
seconded the motion. 
 
VOTE: Approved by a vote of 5-0. 
 
ACCEPTANCE OF THE MINUTES: 
 

1. Commission member Malone made the motion to accept the meeting minutes of May 15, 2024 and 
May 29, 2024.  Commission member Cimino seconded. 

 
VOTE: Approved by a vote of 5-0. 
 
CHAIR COMMENTS 
None.  
 
OLD BUSINESS: 
None. 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
 2. Resolution 1204 

 General Plan Update 
  VISTA 2040 
 

Mr. McLachlan gave the staff presentation.  The presentation stated the public input from the surveys, 
social media, and from the City Commissions indicated that City was moving in a direction consistent 
with the Plan’s goals and strategies.  The updated General Plan is more of an elaboration on the current 
plans with additional supporting information provided with each chapter.  The presentation then provides 
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a summary of important issues that VISTA 2040 will address such as growth, parks, economic vitality, 
environmental sustainability, transportation and circulation, support of Fort Huachuca, public safety, and 
arts and culture.    

 
Commission member Snyder opened the meeting to the public. 

 
Clyde Morris spoke to the Commission.  He was supportive of the General Plan but requested additional 
emphasis on Citywide recycling programs.    
 
Steve Scheumann was next to speak to the Commission.  He asked that the appendices linked to the 
Geneal Plan be valid and relevant.   

 
Tricia Gerrodette spoke next to the Commission.  Her first comment is that the General Plan and 
Appendices is too much information for the reader to understand and comprehend.  Second, she asked if 
the Appendices were approved by City Council prior to their inclusion in the General Plan.  

 
Mr. McLachlan stated that the text of the General Plan summarizes each of the Appendices and 
documents.  Secondly, he clarified that each of the Appendices are valid and have gone through a public 
hearing process.  Regarding the recycling question, Mr. McLachlan explained that staff received input 
from the City Commissions which was included in the General Plan.  The Environmental Stewardship 
Commission provided policy guidance on recycling which was integrated into the Environmental Planning 
Section of the Plan. Mr. Pregler further explained that a Recycling Taskforce was created by the 
Environmental Stewardship Committee.  This taskforce would be presenting recommendations to City 
Council at a future meeting date.  Mr. McLachlan concludes by emphasizing that the General Plan is not 
a capital improvements plan but provides policy guidance that will help to form future strategic plans from 
the City Council.  Therefore, there is guidance in the Plan about recycling, but the logistics on developing 
a recycling program will require further discussion with Public Works. 

 
Ms. Gerrodette stated her objection to including Appendix J, the Memorandum of Understanding for 
Cooperative Monitoring and Management of the San Pedro, into the General Plan because it did not go 
through a public hearing process.  Ms. Gerrodette also had a concern about the advertising of the public 
hearings on the Joint Resource Utilization Study with Fort Huachuca.   

 
Mr. McLachlan responded that the document was a joint Agreement between government agencies that 
provided a proposed path to ensure mutually shared goals for an ecologically viable San Pedro Riparian 
National Conservation Area.  The Agreement did take some time to create but ultimately was approved 
by all involved entities.  Given the nature of the Agreement, it did not proceed through the same public 
review process as the other Appendices but is important to include in the General Plan to allow for 
further understanding of the issues and for transparency.   

 
With no additional public comments, Commission Snyder closed the meeting to the public.  

 
Mr. Malone asked staff to clarify Appendix J.  Mr. McLachlan explained the Memorandum of 
Understanding for Cooperative Monitoring and Management of the San Pedro.   

 
Mr. Cimino stated some of the reasons why the recycling program was not successful.  Ms. Joelle Buffa, 
from the Environmental Stewardship Commission and the Recycling Taskforce provided potential 
recommendations to revive the recycling program.  The Taskforce will be presenting these 
recommendations to the City Council.   

 
VOTE: 5-0, unanimous to approve 
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FUTURE DISCUSSION ITEMS, COMMISSION REQUESTS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
None 
 
INFORMATION 
 
Mr. McLachlan stated that the Good 2 Go site plan review has been completed and a DRC will be scheduled 
for final approval.  
 
CITY COUNCIL LIAISON COMMENTS 
 
Mayor Pro Tem Umphrey stated the City Council was working on the budget. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
The meeting was adjourned at approximately 6:00 pm. 































Discussion Item:
Abandoned 
Shopping Carts

Planning  & Zoning 
Commission Work Session
July 23, 2024



Issue/Challenges

• Shopping carts being removed (stolen) from shopping centers and being abandoned 
off site in apartment parking lots or on public lands thus creating a nuisance.

• Between March and December of last year, 450 shopping carts were collected and 
returned from within public rights of way by one code enforcement officer and a 
patrol volunteer.

• Additionally, participants in the Better Work Program have also cleaned up several 
city and state trust properties involving the removal of numerous shopping carts 
from abandoned homeless encampments including the debris that they carried.

• Abandoned shopping carts have also been found in city washes and culverts.  At 
one location, over 30 shopping carts were removed from under a bridge.  



Issue/Challenges

• In most cases, businesses aren’t willing to be a victim of their theft.   The store 
managers that have been contacted agree with the problem but don’t have the 
support of corporate in allowing them to prosecute the cases.

• Store managers that have been interviewed have not been receptive to retrieving the 
carts on their own or through a third-party vendor.  Carts that are not returned are 
considered to be a cost of doing business. 

• Shopping carts cost ranges from $260-$425.  The 450 carts that were returned by 
city personnel last year saved the local business community a minimum of 
$117,000.



Proposed Ordinance Considerations

• Permanent marking or plate on the cart indicating:
• the name, address, and telephone number of the business owner;
• the location of the premises at which the shopping cart is being used or to be 

used; and
• warning “removal of this cart from the premises is prohibited by City ordinance.

• Property posting:
• signage plainly visible at each public exit from the establishment stating 

“removal of any shopping cart from these premises is prohibited by City 
ordinance.  Violators are subject to fines.”



Proposed Ordinance Considerations

• Abandoned shopping carts found on any public street, sidewalk, right-of-way, drainageway 
may be removed and placed in storage.

• Unidentified carts may be immediately disposed of by the city (will investigate recycling 
options)

• The owner of identifiable shopping carts will be notified upon being placed in storage.  
There will be a return fee of (suggest $10) payable to the city.  On the tenth day after 
removal by the city, there will be a storage charge (suggest $10 per day).  If not collected 
within 30 days of its removal and storage, the shopping cart will be deemed abandoned 
and may be disposed of by the city.  

• Penalty for violation (theft)
• Civil citation (suggest $25 fine)



Thoughts?

• Are we on the right track?

• Are there things that we haven’t considered?

• Would you support a regulatory approach to 
dealing with shopping carts?
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